Vocabulary Weekly

How irregular is English spelling? The answer to this question depends on
what is counted as irregular. The main conclusion from the studies which have
been carried out is that we must not exaggerate the problem. English is much
more regular in spelling than the traditional criticisms would have us believe. A
major American study, published in the early 1970s, carried out a computer
analysis of 17,000 words and showed that no less than 84 per cent of the words
were spelled according to a regular pattern, and that only 3 per cent were so
unpredictable that they would have to be learned by heart. Severa other projects
have reported comparable results of 75 per cent regularity or more. Accordingly,
the suggestion that English spelling is fundamentally chaotic seems to be

nonsense.

irregular
count
exaggerate
criticism
major

analysis

unpredictable

comparable

accordingly

fundamentally

not obeying the usually accepted rules

to consider or regard someone or something in a particular way
to make something seem better, more important etc than it really
is

written or spoken remarks that express your disapproval or bad
opinion of someone or something

very large or important, when compared to other things or people
of a similar kind

a careful examination of something in order to understand it
better

changing a lot so it is impossible to know what will happen
similar to something else in size, number, quality etc, so that you
can make a comparison

as a result of something; therefore

in every way that is important or basic




Quiz

(1) The secret of success is honesty.

(2) For the sake of economy, | hadn't yet turned on the heating.

(3) Tiredness can be a sign of illness.

(4) The main aim of the course is to improve your spoken English.

(5) She is very exact in her job.

(6) Everything has been really well thought out.

(7) Did you read that article on the space shuttle?

(8) I was too lazy to learn to read music.

(9) By the time we really got down to work it was already 10:00.
(10) The witness stated that he had not seen the woman before.
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English is much more regular in spelling than the traditional criticisms would have us
believe.

than

Englishis ...

the traditional criticisms would have us believe

Englishismuch more regular ~ much
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