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1. Mitochondrial diseases are baffling genetic disorders.
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2. They range from mild to deadly, can occur early in life or late, and have
no cures and few treatments.
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3. They are named for the tiny organelles, scattered throughout every cell
of the body, that convert food into energy.
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4. These power plants contain a small amount of bNA—distinct from the
chromosomes in the egg’s nucleus—that is only passed on from mother
to child.
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5. Once detected, mitochondrial diseases put parents in a bind.
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6. Indeed, Shaw worries that her 2-year-old son, Liam, will suffer.
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7. Although he looks fine now, she says, if she had known about her
disease early, “I would have never had a baby.”
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