Oct 27, 2011
Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda
Minister of Finance Jun Azumi
Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries Michihiko Kano

Japanese NGO Statement [translated]

Don’t waste 2.28 billion yen on whaling in the Southern Ocean —
Use the money for Tohoku regeneration and disaster victim support!

Oct 21% 2011, the Cabinet approved an additional annual budget, and made the
budget public. This additional annual budget is aimed to help rebuild and support the
affected area and people from the triple disaster on March 11. However, one of the
requests by Fisheries Agency, titled as “Measures to stabilize the scientific whaling
research program,” is aimed “to conduct scientific whaling in the Southern Ocean
according to the original plan,” and thus has no link to the recovery plan of the affected

area.

According to media reports, the whaling program last February was 1.9 billion yen in
debt, with overall projected cost being 3 billion yen. If this additional 2.28 billion yen
is to be spent on research whaling, it sends a signal to the Japanese people that their
government’s vested interest is in prolonging the dying whaling program with tax

payers’ money.

After the March disaster, Japan has received various assistance and aid from
governments, non-governmental organizations and private sectors from all over the
world. Yet, the Japanese government created serious problems by releasing massive
radiation into the sea. If we are to spend our tax on the whaling program that is not
supported by many countries, the global community will have a serious doubt in
Japanese government and the nature of its recovery plan. It may even appear to the

world that their assistance and favor is returned with offensive manners.

We demand that the additional budget of 2.28 billion yen to be used for priority
projects that actually helps the affected people and coastal areas.
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This Statement is supported by the following NGOs outside Japan:

American Cetacean Society (USA)

Animal Welfare Institute (USA)

ARCAE (Costa Rica)

Blue Voice (USA)

Brazilian Marine, Coastal and Water Resources Network — REMA
Campaign Whale (UK)

Cetacean Society International

Coalition for No Whales in Captivity, Canada

Danish Society of Animal Welfare Organisations

Eastern Caribbean Coalition for Environmental Awareness, ECCEA
Environmental Investigation Agency (international)

GSM-Society for the Conservation of Marine Mammals, Germany
Instituto de Conservacion de Ballenas ( Argentina)

International Marine Mammal Project of Earth Island Institute (International).
The Leatherback Trust (Costa Rica)

Nantucket Marine Mammal Conservation Program (USA)

Natural Resources Defense Council (USA)

OceanCare (Switzerland)

Origami Whale Project (USA)



Promar Foundation (Costa Rica),

Preserve Planet (Costa Rica),

Pro Wildlife (Germany)

Society for the Conservation of Marine Mammals, Denmark
Whale and Dolphin Conservation Society (international)

The Whaleman Foundation (USA)



